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WITNESS STATEMENT OF LESLEY JEAN MOORE 

1. My full name is Lesley Jean Moore and my date of birth is the; Personal Data 

I currently reside at Personal Data 

and I am currently a full time carer to my adopted son, Personal Data 

who was born on the; Personal Data I have known him since he was 18 

months old and he came to me full time at three and a half years of age. 
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about this respiratory type virus that was affecting populations, causing 
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9. At the very start of the pandemic, before the national lockdown, I had made clear 
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the risks or how they were exposing! PD to a serious risk of poor health, or 

worse. There was inconsistent messaging about how you could pass on Covid-19 

or how you might contract it and this in part may be responsible for the lack of 

understanding shown by the staff. I had a covid guidelines list for staff which I 

updated when necessary, which included things like open the outside doors every 

30 minutes to provide fresh air throughout the ground floor, eating their meals one 

at a time, and only by the open back door or on the balcony outside, weather 

permitting. 
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life was less valuable due to his health conditions was both heartbreaking and 

infuriating for me. Though I no longer have the correspondence I did not respond 

and at no point consented for there to be a DNACPR in place. At no point did I 

have any discussion with a clinician or Doctor responsible for PD care 

about his health, his health complexities and why it would be beneficial for there to 

be a DNACPR in place. I was also not given a reason as to why that needed to be 

put in place at this time, given how much;_ PD ;would need to rely upon the 

hospital in his moment of need if he became so unwell with Covid-19, it was clear 

that they would just give up on him and without any consideration had decided that 

his vulnerabilities meant that he was not capable of being saved. I did not respond 

and was shocked that this was being dealt with by way of letter sent to me at home 

without warning; this was very upsetting. I felt that if PD ;turned up at hospital 

as one of four people needing a bed on an Intensive Care Unit, and there were 

only three beds, he wouldn't be the one chosen to get one. 

20. Fairly early on in the pandemic, I had to proactively chase for; PD :'clinically 

extremely vulnerable' status from the local GP. It was being communicated by 

Government that those who were clinically extremely vulnerable were required to 

shield and that precaution needed to be taken to keep those people safe, so much 

so that we were not allowed to leave our homes. This meant that we needed help 

with everyday tasks such as shopping and picking up prescriptions. However, we 

did not receive any letter and I had to chase this because we needed assistance 

and would not be provided with this assistance until his status was confirmed. It 

was like we were being told that we were so at risk that we couldn't leave our 

homes but then the administration delayed us being recognised as a clinically 

extremely vulnerable household so there was a period of time in which we had no 

assistance with shopping delivery slots, for example, to ensure that we were able 

to receive food and drink to help us survive through shielding considering that 

unlike others we were required to shield for longer and adhere to stricter rules. It 

seemed to take some time for the practical impact of shielding to take effect and 

the Government should have foreseen this and taken action to avoid this because 

it caused me anxiety and frustration. 

21. I was doing everything to cut down our chances of contracting covid. Even when 

we were out of shielding and able to leave our home, we were not leaving the 
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23.  was doing all I could to stop the virus getting in because my concern was if Covid- 
-------------------, 

19 did get in and PD I fell unwell with it that he would have a much poorer 

outcome because of his health conditions but also because it had seemed the 

Government had written him off and would not do all they could to save him. 

Furthermore, because of the DNACPR letter, I had reduced confidence in 

healthcare settings and that further compounded the reason why I did not want 
--- -----, 

PD going into hospital. 
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26. ._._._. PD._._._. eventually went back to his college in September 2021, so he did not 

attend for around 18 months. Since he was unable to attend he received none of 

his usual physio, no speech and language therapy sessions and no occupational 

therapy that he was entitled to and in need of, during that period and I had to do 

the best I could. This was not thought about by the Government i.e how someone 

with complex needs would still continue to receive such care during a pandemic 

and if they were to receive it, how it could be done safely given his status as 

clinically extremely vulnerable. 
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getting back to college then moving on to his day centre and around others, but it 

has taken years to get to the point where we feel comfortable and able to do this, 

though some activities we still have not. We are not going anywhere indoors unless 

absolutely necessary for his health because the risk to him still remains high. 

30. In relation to my own physical health, the pandemic made it really hard because of 

the additional support I had to provide to;,_._._ PD We stopped going to see my . _. _._._. _. _. _. _., 
horse in case I brought Covid-1 9 home or incase ! PD touched anything which 

may have been touched by someone who had Covid-19. It was physically 

demanding and draining because there were periods when I was not receiving the 

same support from the personal support workers because I feared the risk of them 

bringing Covid-19 into the house, so I had to do everything myself pretty much 24 

hours a day 7 days a week on my own, and that was tough. This was a difficult 

period made worse by the lack of understanding by politicians who didn't seem to 

have an idea of what the impact on vulnerable people was by making them shield 

to extent that we had to, especially when rules were relaxed for others, and the 

fact that we were being expected to provide care for those who we supported 

without additional support from the Government made this harder. 

31. My mental health really struggled during that period. I was angry that I was being 

left to struggle without support and paranoid by the misinformation that was being 

communicated and apparent lack of understanding of the virus and how it was 

transmitted, and how to keep someone like:  PD_  safe. There appeared to be 

a reluctance by some to take Covid-19 seriously, which further compounded the 

need for me to stay at home with PD to keep us both safe. When we were 

able to leave the house, I didn't even want to drive with the windows down because 

of the images I was seeing from the devastation which was being caused 

particularly to those who were vulnerable. I felt that Covid-19 was able to rage 

without any protection for the vulnerable. It was almost as if we were so low down 

on the list of priorities that if the virus got us, nobody would care and we would be 

left to die because that was a cheaper and easier alternative to trying to save 

someone like, -PD and to keep the most vulnerable and at risk people safe. I 

remember with disgust it being reported in the news that former Prime Minister 

Boris Johnson saying that he would rather see 'bodies pile high' than put the 

country into a third lockdown. 
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32. Overall I would describe my experience during the pandemic as being a negative 

one. The pandemic really brought home how vulnerable we are with a Government 

who has no understanding or who has shown no willingness to understand those 

who are clinically vulnerable and those who have complex needs, in particular 

when it comes to the impact of the decisions that they made on people like 

PD Added to what is already a hard life because a lack of services, support 

and funding when we really needed to count on the Government they were not 

there for us. It really brought out in glorious technicolor that PD ;costs too 

much money to the state and people like him are seen as a hindrance. He is 

nothing more than a wheelchair and we were made to feel like we had no support 

to get through an incredibly difficult and challenging period in our lives. 

33. I want to share my lived experience with this Public Inquiry so that it is understood 

how difficult it was for a clinically extremely vulnerable household like mine to 

survive with little support and little understanding by the Government on the impact 

of their policies and guidance on people like PD They were saying that they 

were aiming to keep those most clinically vulnerable safe but then no thought was 

given as to how practically we would be kept safe and what the practical impact of 

their decisions meant for the clinically extremely vulnerable households. 

34. I hope that if there is any learning from this it is that those who are clinically 

extremely vulnerable and those that have complex health needs are prioritised by 

the Government and healthcare services as a top priority and recognised as a 

group of people that need to be protected and supported more so than those 

without a clinical vulnerability, through such a difficult health crisis. 
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/ believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that 

statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief of its 

truth . 
--- ------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------ -

Personal Data 

Signed; 

ECG f . fGZ1y.L'! 
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