Dear [MP / Councillor],

I am writing to you today regarding an urgent issue that has arisen in the run-up to the upcoming local elections. As you may be aware, new rules on voter ID mean that Clinically Vulnerable people who cannot remove their masks will be required to do so at polling stations, potentially putting them at risk of contracting Covid-19.

As a [brief description of your circumstances], I am deeply concerned about the impact that this could have on myself and others like me. I have heard that others have contacted returning officers to ask for mitigations to be put in place to allow Clinically Vulnerable people to vote safely, and was disappointed to learn that they are only required to remove their masks momentarily for ID checks by polling station staff.

I was heartened to see that Andrew Gwynne MP raised this issue in Parliament on the 27th April, and I urge you to continue pushing for action to be taken. It is crucial that the government mandates a national solution that allows Clinically Vulnerable people, and anyone masking, to have their IDs
· checked outdoors
· with staff who are masked, Covid tested and distanced 
· along with sufficient ventilation inside polling stations

The Electoral Commission has shared its equality impact assessments, which we believe are inadequate and not fit for purpose, as they do not consider how the Clinically Vulnerable or elderly could be affected by the new rules. I therefore urge you to persuade the government to take the concerns of Clinically Vulnerable people seriously and make the necessary adjustments to protect their rights to vote in a safe environment and ensure safe voting for all.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. I look forward to your response and hope that with your help all voters will be able to exercise their right to vote safely.

Yours sincerely,

[Your Name]
