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Six weeks. One in five infected may die. The 
public deserves to see the plan.  
Clinically Vulnerable Families (CVF), a participant in the UK Covid-19 Inquiry, today 
call on Health Secretary Wes Streeting to immediately publish the full operational 
and clinical arrangements for passengers and close contacts linked to the MV 
Hondius hantavirus outbreak. 

Exposed passengers are expected to leave supervised assessment today and continue 
isolation at home for around six weeks. 

CVF fully supports the need to protect the mental health and wellbeing of those 
affected, and no one should remain in supervised isolation longer than necessary. But if 
people are being asked to isolate at home for exposure to such an extremely high-risk 
virus in which at least one in five infected people die, the public deserves to see the 
plan. 

UKHSA has said that “robust arrangements are in place.” Reassurance requires 
transparency. 

What happens over the next six weeks will determine whether this outbreak might fizzle 
out quietly — or it has the potential to becomes the UK’s next health inquiry. 

Whilst this is not considered a pandemic virus, this moment is reminiscent of the early 
days of the Covid-19 pandemic, when critical decisions were being made behind closed 
doors and the public was asked to rely on assurances rather than a precautionary 
approach relying on known potential risks and transparency over operational details. 

CVF is calling for the immediate publication of the full home isolation framework for 
passengers, including infection prevention advice, respiratory protection, testing 
arrangements, transport protocols, monitoring, welfare support, and the measures 
being taken to protect affected households, healthcare workers, and anyone who may 
come into contact with isolating individuals, including delivery drivers, household 
members, carers and emergency responders. 

The call follows reports that 12 healthcare workers at Radboud University Medical 
Center in the Netherlands entered precautionary quarantine after exposure to a patient 
linked to the same outbreak. According to media reports, enhanced respiratory 
precautions were not used, highlighting how quickly a single lapse in infection control 
can easily occur. 

Once exposed individuals leave supervised care and isolate at home, there will be 
limited direct oversight of day-to-day infection control. That makes it all the more 



PRESS RELEASE — FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
13th May 2026 

   
important that the Government publishes the full plan so affected families, healthcare 
workers and the public understand exactly what measures are in place to protect 
everyone who may be exposed in the course of ordinary life and work. 

A recent opinion article in the BMJ by Trisha Greenhalgh and colleagues argues that this 
outbreak should reset the world’s default approach to airborne risk and precautionary 
infection control. 

As a Core Participant in the UK Covid-19 Inquiry, CVF successfully argued for 
recognition of airborne transmission risks and the importance of close-fitting 
respirators such as FFP3 masks in healthcare settings for staff and patients when there 
are airborne risks. 

 

Statement from Clinically Vulnerable Families: 

"Passengers are about to leave hospital for home. Mr Streeting may be about to 
leave office. Whichever happens first, the plan must be published first. This is 
not seen as a pandemic virus – but it is a high consequence one. We are asking 
that the families, NHS staff, neighbours and delivery drivers who will encounter 
these passengers over the next six weeks can see the protections in place. If 
this is your last act as Health Secretary, make it count." 
 Lara Wong, CEO, Clinically Vulnerable Families. 
 

 

Notes to editors 

1. Clinically Vulnerable Families is a Core Participant the UK Covid-19 Inquiry. 

2. UKHSA update on the hantavirus cruise ship outbreak 

3. BMJ opinion article: Hantavirus outbreak should reset WHO’s default approach 
to airborne risk 

4. Media reports state that 12 healthcare workers in the Netherlands entered 
precautionary quarantine after exposure to a linked patient. 

5. UKHSA has stated that the overall risk to the general public remains low and that 
robust arrangements are in place. 
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